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BONDS MEADOW COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting on 
 

23rd November 2016 at Ashdale 
 

Present:       John Ward (Chair), Lynne Ward, Margaret Martin, Dorothy Gordon, 
                      Peter Aldous, Lindsey Andrews, Steve Moore, Peter Brinded, Tony Fokinther 
 
Apologies:   Christina Brinded, Brian Hunter, Sheila Hunter, Allyson Barron 
 
Tony Fokinther was welcomed to the Committee. 
 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting.  These were agreed to be correct. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
Halloween Event.   Thanks to Lindsey and Steve who pulled off a great occasion.  This is a 
good benchmark for the future.  £170.65 was raised.  Lindsey and Steve have waived their 
costs which is very generous.  John suggested that in future we should put this in the diary in 
advance.  Suggested date for next year is Sunday 29th October 2017.  John and Lynne 
cannot always make commitments because of gigs. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Agenda order was re-arranged as Dorothy had to leave the meeting early. 
 
Finance Report as at 23/11/16 
 
Balance Brought Forward 11/07/16     967.93 
Subscriptions                                                                                     12.00 
                                                                                                         979.93 
Hire of Hall                                                                                        (15.00)    
Balance as at 31.08.16                                                                     964.93 
 
Balance b/f 01/09/16 
03/10/16                                                                                            964.93 
Seeds                                                                                                (56.00)   
                                                                                                          908.93 
Money Raised – Halloween                                                              170.65 
                                                                                                         1079.58 
 
Dorothy has contacted the Co-op Bank to inform them she is now our Treasurer.  At their 
request she has written a letter asking for her name to be added to the authorized 
signatories.  Margaret and Christina (who are the other signatories) need to counter-sign.  
Margaret has the letter. She will see Christina (who could not attend this meeting) and will 
post the letter to the bank as soon as it is counter-signed. 
 
The Project Manager’s float has a debit of £7.96.  Dorothy issued a cheque for £35.  
Margaret signed this and will give it to Peter A when another signatory has signed it. 
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Chair’s Report 
 
Another busy few weeks has passed with much happening on the Meadow.   
 
Encroachment.    On 28th October, John, Peter Aldous and Margaret met on site with 
Waveney Planning Officer, Chris Green.  They were able to show him the encroachment first 
hand.  He was concerned about the damming and thought the Environment Agency should 
be involved.  He suggested he would contact them.  A few days later, he confirmed it should 
be public open land and therefore he would write to the residents asking them to open up a 
space in the fence to allow public access.  Councillors Jacklin and Murray have been 
informed.  John spoke to someone at the Land Registry who was very helpful.    They now 
await an ordinance survey map that matches the title number to proceed.  John has been 
authorized to buy a map.  Steve may be able to obtain a map.    John asked the Land 
Registry about how “red-flagging” works but has not had a response yet.   
 
Newsletter.  This is slowly moving forward, only now waiting for advertising space to be sold 
and for a tweak of the contents.  John contacted Lound Garden Centre and they have 
agreed to a £20 advertising box.  John also contacted McColl’s, the new shop in Gresham 
Avenue, and he is following that up.  John has been quoted £100 for 250 copies of the 
newsletter from Graphic Solutions, which he thinks is a good price and he knows they will do 
a good job.  (See separate agenda item). 
 
Website.  The website has had several changes.  John added some more to the alterations 
Peter A suggested and the links for BOB and Facebook are now up there.  Any other 
substantial changes will have to wait until January as Chris Newman, who looks after it, is 
very busy with his M.A. until then. 
 
Ragwort.   After much searching John has still not managed to locate where to buy ragwort 
seed from. He has contacted a website which is all about ragwort and is awaiting a reply.  
Could Suffolk Wildlife Trust and Peter Ross advise about ragwort? 
 
Footpath Closure.  There is no news from Persimmon. 
 
Bio-Toilet.  John has not yet had a chance to contact Richard Hackney of Waveney Norse for 
his views about this. 
 
Project Manager’s Report                                                                   23rd November 2016 

Volunteers – It’s good to see that the volunteer team are showing up regularly, although Paul's 

shifts offshore have meant that we have not seen much of him, and Ollie's attendance is 

somewhat spasmodic. Tony, Peter and Mandy are ever present and their enthusiasm for the 

tasks they are asked to perform is to be applauded. We have been joined by Charles James who 

contacted us via our website. He attended yesterday, and will make a very good addition to our 

rapidly expanding team. And....Last Tuesday Darrell Roberts of the Access Community Trust 

brought along two more volunteers – Nick and Connie. Didn't see them yesterday, but Connie 

had phoned with an apology. IF we can get them to come regularly then our numbers on a 

Tuesday will be swelled to 9!  We are making big strides down our 'To Do list'.  Special mention 

of Margaret who keeps up a vendetta to rid the woods of any discarded litter. 
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Project Manager’s Report (continued) 

2nd & Final cut – This was completed earlier last month, and we have at last had a good 4” cut 
of both meadows. Two weeks of raking ensued, followed by seeding of wildflowers. All that 
remains is for the patches to be screened off with chicken wire to protect the tender seedlings 
from Muntjac.  The digging of these patches was a laborious and time consuming task. Hopefully 
it will pay dividends. 

Eastern Woods pathway – We have made considerable progress in driving through a pathway. 
This has been achieved by the removal of approximately 30 Sycamores whose trunks now line 
the pathways awaiting the chippings infill. Special thanks to Steve who, despite being under the 
weather, still tackled the Sycamores with great relish. At the same time we have coppiced several 
areas, proving encouragement for the understory, and reduced the canopy, letting in much 
needed sunlight. 

Skip – Grateful thanks to C R Hales for supplying the second of our skips. The team have now 
removed all rubbish from the Eastern Woods, and the skip was delivered, filled, and removed 
yesterday......and yesterday we had a skip delivered by C R Hales. Our working party then filled 
it, finally removing the last of the rubbish. This time we found car tyres, parts of cars, kitchen 
fittings, lots of metal pipes, and broken tiles and glass. The eastern woods are now litter free!! 

Peter Ross – Peter’s first planned visit earlier this month unfortunately didn't happen as he was 
called away. He did, however, attend last week ,and brought much needed tools including 
spades, forks, hay forks and lopper's   He also stayed on, and in a heavy downpour, assisted 
with the digging of further patches and sowing wildflower seeds which are now almost 
completed.  He has sought out a tracked chipper from Waveney Norse, and we are in the 
process of agreeing a date for them to bring it in. This will enable us to chip the pathways in the 
Eastern Wood, and complete this project. 

Tree damage – Somehow several trees around the two ponds were damaged recently with large 
branches broken and torn off. It coincided with half-term.  Therefore I am assuming that children 
were involved.  However branches that large require tremendous force to snap them, meaning 
that there must have been a large gathering of children to cause this much damage.  Paul went 
back on several occasions and has tidied up the area, and removed the branches. 

Narcissi Bulbs donation – We have taken delivery of 1,000 Narcissi bulbs from Waveney 
Norse. They will mainly be used to brighten up the eastern Woods. Planted in bunches they will 
be very attractive. 

Bonds Meadow  Key Tasks – From November 8th 2016 

Nov. 8   PA Away – Patch digging & wildflower seeding on Low Meadow/                               

Rubbish collection in Eastern wood. 

Nov. 15   PA Away - As above – Both these tasks require completing during these two weeks. 

Nov 22    Skip delivery – Skip to be filled today 

Nov 26   Tree Planting Event. 9.00am – 1.00pm 

Nov 29   Narcissi Bulb planting, final wildflower seeding, plus planting of any trees left 

from 26/11 

Dec 6     PA Away – Laying bark onto muddy pathways 

Dec 13   Peter Ross attending – Continuing work in Eastern Wood 

Dec 20 Community Orchard – Weeding and tidying 

Dec 27 Christmas Break 

Jan 2     Re – start 
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Project Manager’s Report (continued) 
 
Grove School working – I have just completed several months of work at a local school. This 
was similar to my work at the Westwood School.  However on this occasion I not only cleared the 
woods and made them child friendly, I also built an area for tents and camps, a bivouac area and 
a campfire area. I built a bridge and created an outdoor learning area. I asked for all work to be 
recompensed with a payment to Bonds Meadow. Recently I attended a whole school assembly 
and I was presented with a cheque for £250.   Peter Aldous.  Project Manager 
 
Pond Work.  Essex and Suffolk Water are not doing this.  No news from Persimmon.  We agreed 
we would ask Peter Ross.  John is concerned that work on the pond is overdue but it needs to be 
worked on in the winter.  Lindsey said that Peter Ross thinks he can get a JCB but this needs to 
be added to the three year plan.  This is a separate agenda item.   
 
New Committee Member Proposal 
 
Margaret proposed that Tony Fokinther joins the committee.  Seconded by Steve.  Agreed. 
 
Tree Planting Event 
 
There are 460 trees but they do not all have to be used in Bonds Meadow.  The event will take 
place in Bonds Meadow between 9am – 1pm on Saturday 26th November.  The total count of 
trees is 90 rowan, 130 hawthorn, 75 blackthorn, 45 hazel, 60 silver birch and 60 oak.  Lindsey 
outlined her plans.  We hope to have 6 teams.  People can choose what they want to plant and 
where.  Every team will have instructions.  Planting will take place in marked areas. Peter A has 
produced a colour-coded map showing which areas need to be covered. Lindsey will supply 
planting instructions.  Walkie-talkies will be available.  Bring tape measures, if possible, so space 
between trees can be measured accurately. Steve (Rowan), Mandy (Silver Birch), Tony, 
(Blackthorn), Margaret (Hawthorn), Peter A (Oak) and John (Hazel) will be team leaders.  
Lowestoft Library are coming to plant trees on behalf of children using libraries.  We are 
expecting Brownies, Scouts, parents and people who attended the Halloween event.  Lindsey 
and her assistant, Ellie, will staff the education tent.  Hot chocolate will be provided in the 
education tent.  The scouts are kindly loaning their boiler. 
 
Three Year Plan 
 
Peter Aldous will e-mail his proposals regarding this so we can decide priorities. 
 
Signage Wording 
 
We need to decide which signs should go and which should stay.  New signs should include a 
map, information about Bonds Meadow (including historical information, the fact that it is a 
County Wildlife Site of 7 acres, managed by BMCA in partnership with WDC and a habitat list.  
Relevant signs could be placed throughout the meadow so the specific area can be identified i.e. 
Top Meadow, Wetland, Community Orchard, etc.  The police have advised placing “No Fires” 
notices in the Dell. The work party can identify where signs should be placed. A Visitor Shelter 
could be a possibility.  Would a web-cam be possible so people can observe wildlife from home?  
Ideas for wording to be e-mailed.  Peter A will start this off. 
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Newsletter 
 
Tony has produced a working draft newsletter.  His original format was A4 but he has since found 
an A5 format leaflet.  Rather than asking businesses to take up advertising, we discussed asking 
people to sponsor.  Lindsey set up crowdfunding but this did not work.  Simon, our contact, who 
is trying to get art funding, may be able to get future funding for newsletters.  We will try to get 
newsletters out 2-3 times a year.  Lindsey suggested that dog-walking and child-minding services 
may want to sponsor or advertise.  Quotes Tony obtained are roughly £300 for 500 copies.  A4 
was 100 for £250.  Tony will speak to Graphic Solutions direct to get a quote for A5 format.  We 
discussed whether we should go for one large sponsor in the long term.  Are grants available 
from Waveney District Council?  Steve may know some potential sponsors.  Lynne and John 
know a good proof reader.  We will aim to get the newsletters out by first two weeks in January. It 
was suggested we ask Suffolk Wildlife Trust and the Bee-Keeper’s Association to put something 
on.   Tony is happy to put the newsletter together, but he wants input.  He is willing to make 
editorial decisions.  Submissions should be made in “Word” format.  We agreed we do not 
guarantee to publish submissions.  When the newsletter is complete, a link will be put on the 
web-site so it can be downloaded.  Tony suggested having a separate e-mail address for Bonds 
Meadow.   
 
AOB 
 
John has received, via Oulton Parish Council, a request from Community Payback, asking what 
projects they can work on.  They require access to toilets and public liability insurance.  The 
nearest toilet they can access is at the Shell Garage.  Lynne will reply stating we are interested, 
but cannot provide nearby toilet facilities and we are limited to Tuesday mornings. 
 
Gate Key.  Peter Ross needs a gate key.  John gave his to Richard Stone to get cut.  He will get 
it back from Richard and get another one cut.  Ask Allyson if she has a key to the lock-up.  Peter 
B thinks Christina may have keys.   
 
High Viz Tops.  Peter A would like to buy 3 more high viz tops as we now have a larger work 
party.  This was agreed. 
 
Our insurance will need to be renewed on 16th February 2017.  Peter Ross has advised we may 
not need to pay insurance.  We need to check this. 
 
Peter Ross is concerned about the willow tree nearest to the Hall Road end.  Robert Slarke of 
Waveney Norse is coming to take this down and make it safe.  He is going to leave the back part 
of the tree. 
 
Brian will let us have Air Show buckets which we can use for the Tree Planting event.   
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting will be held at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 11th January 2017 at Ashdale.   
 
 
 
 

 

                                                                        

                                                                                                         


